Conservative surgery for ipsilateral breast tumor recurrence.
The surgical and radiotherapeutic management of patients who develop an ipsilateral breast recurrence after primary conservative therapy remains controversial. Although current guidelines indicate the need for mastectomy for all recurrences, some reports in the literature suggest that a new conserving procedure (including repeat lumpectomy and second sentinel node biopsy) may be oncologically safe in selected patients. The rationale and current evidence for an appropriate second conservative approach are reviewed and discussed.